
  

 

 

BGC Approves Adding the CPEA and CPSA into Its Family of Credentials 

 

March 3, 2020 

 

The governing bodies of the Board for Global EHS Credentialing (BGC) in Lansing, 

Michigan and The Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) in Lake Mary, Florida are 

pleased to announce that both organizations have agreed to transition the Certified 

Professional Environmental Auditor® (CPEA®) and Certified Process Safety 

Auditor® (CPSA®) certifications from The IIA to the BGC in 2020. 

  

Both credentials are under the Board of Environmental, Health & Safety Auditor 

Certifications® (BEAC®) and encompass five specialties: 

http://www.ehscredentialing.org/
https://na.theiia.org/Pages/IIAHome.aspx


 

• Environmental Compliance 

• Health and Safety 

• Management Systems 

• Responsible Care® 

• Process Safety 

Practitioners holding the CPEA and CPSA will join a family of respected EHS 

credential and designation holders already under the BGC umbrella, which 

includes the Certified Industrial Hygienist® (CIH®), the Qualified Environmental 

Professional® (QEP®), and the Environmental Professional Intern (EPI). 

Application and testing for the new Certified Professional Product Steward (CPPS) 

credential are also scheduled to begin in 2020. This transition provides EHS 

professionals with access to a wider range of credentials and designations for 

improving public protection. 

 

“The leadership of BGC and BEAC recognized the synergies in their respective practice 

fields and have resolved to bring that spirit to the operations and outreach of their 

credentials moving forward, resulting in improved public recognition of credentialed-

practitioners and better public protection.” Cynthia Hanko, CIH, Chair of the Board for 

Global EHS Credentialing. 

 

 

“We are extremely pleased that BGC, the premier global credentialing body for 

professionals who protect the health of people and the environment, is taking up the 

CPEA and CPSA credentials. Like BEAC, BGC promotes the highest level of 

professionalism and ethics. Their credentials are respected, because of these high 

standards and the effort needed to obtain and retain them.” Joseph Cotier, CPEA, Chair 

of the IIA’s EHS Certification Advisory Committee. 

 

 “Adopting the CPEA and CPSA into an organization like the BGC that sets the 

standards of proficiency and ethics for EHS professionals will mutually improve visibility, 

awareness, and credibility of our respective credentials. Our common interests will foster 

learning from each other and collectively improve our service to the public and to EHS 



 

professionals.” Allan A. Griggs, P.E., QEP, CPEA, Member of the IIA’s EHS Certification 

Advisory Committee. 

 

 

For more information, please email Info@EHSCredentialing.org. 
 

 

2020 BGC Board of Directors 

 

Cynthia Hanko, CIH – Chair 

Dirk Yamamoto, PhD, CIH, CSP, PE – Past Chair 

Alan Leibowitz, CIH, CSP, FAIHA – Vice Chair 

 

Kari Brisolara, ScD, MSPH, QEP 

Subena Colligan, MS, CIH, CSP 

Bob E. DeHart II, CIH, CSP, PE, CHMM, BCEE 

Donna Doganiero, CIH, FAIHA 

Libby Ford, QEP, CHMM, CEP 

Tom Grumbles, CIH, FAIHA 

Mary Ann Latko, CIH, CSP, QEP, FAIHA 

Cheri Marcham, CIH, CSP, CHMM, FAIHA 

James Powell, QEP, BCEEM 

 

Eileen O'Neill, PhD, BCES – Public Member 

 

Staff 

Ulric K. Chung, MCS, PhD, Chief Executive Officer 

Ronald J. Drafta, CIH, CSP, Certification Program Manager 

Diana L. Kobus, MS, IPEP Executive Director 

Gary Leisenring, Accountant 

Paul Rathe, Executive Assistant 

Liz Root, Certification and Executive Assistant 

Yvette M. Smith, PhD, Certification Application Manager 

Pamela J. Trim, Certification Maintenance Manager 
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